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In verse 1 John speaks of loving in truth. According to John's usage
of the word truth, especially in his Gospel, the first instance of
"truth" in this verse denotes the revealed divine reality--the Triune
God dispensed into man in the Son Jesus Christ--becoming man's
genuineness and sincerity, to live a life that corresponds to the
divine light (John 3:19-21) and to worship God, as God seeks,
according to what He is (John 4:23-24). This is the virtue of God
(Rom. 3:7; 15:8) becoming our virtue, by which we love the
believers. This is the genuineness, truthfulness, sincerity, honesty,
trustworthiness, and faithfulness of God as a divine virtue and of
man as a human virtue (Mark 12:14; 2 Cor. 11:10; Phil. 1:18; 1
John 3:18), and as an issue of the divine reality (3 John 1). In such
truth, the Apostle John, who lived in the divine reality of the Trinity,
loved the one to whom he wrote. This is the denotation of the first
usage of "truth" in this verse.

Simply speaking, the first usage of truth in verse 1 denotes
sincerity, and John is speaking of loving in sincerity. However, the
meaning of sincerity here is not simple. Usually, when we speak of
sincerity, we understand sincerity to be merely a human virtue. But
here sincerity is more than a human virtue. The human virtue in
which the Apostle John loved the one who received this Epistle was
the issue of the divine reality that he enjoyed.

What is the divine reality enjoyed by John? This reality is the Triune
God. The writer of this Epistle enjoyed the Triune God in the Son
as his divine reality. Out of the enjoyment of this reality, which is
the Triune God in Christ, issued sincerity. This sincerity, or
faithfulness, actually is a virtue of God. When we enjoy God as our
reality, His divine virtue becomes our human virtue, and this human
virtue is sincerity, faithfulness.

This understanding of loving in truth is based upon what is revealed
in John's first Epistle. In that Epistle John indicates that we should
love one another by God Himself as love. God is love (1 John 4:8,
16). As we enjoy God as love, out of this love issues a love with
which we love others. When we love others with the love that
issues from our enjoyment of God as love, our love will be in
sincerity. This sincerity is not our human virtue; rather, it is the
issue of our enjoyment of the divine reality.

As we consider what John means in verse 1 by loving in truth, we
are reminded that it is not a superficial matter to know the Bible. In
particular, it is not sufficient to know the Epistles of John in a
superficial way. Only when we get into the depths of these Epistles
can we know the meaning of the writer.

In verse 1 John speaks of "all those who have known the truth."
Here John refers to those who not only have received Christ by
believing that He is both God and man, but who also have fully
known the truth concerning the Person of Christ.

At the end of verse 1 John again uses the word truth. Here truth
denotes the divine reality of the gospel, especially concerning the
Person of Christ as revealed in John's Gospel and first Epistle.
(See note 66 in 1 John 1.) The divine reality of the gospel here
especially includes the fact that Christ is both God and man, having
deity and humanity, possessing both the divine nature and the
human nature, to express God in human life and to accomplish
redemption with divine power in human flesh for fallen human
beings, so that He may impart the divine life into them and bring
them into an organic union with God. The second and third Epistles
of John stress this truth. The second warns the faithful believers
against receiving those who do not abide in this truth--in the
teaching concerning Christ. The third encourages the believers to
receive and help those who work for this truth.

In verse 2 John goes on to say, "Because of the truth which abides
in us and shall be with us forever." The Apostle John, in his Gospel
and first Epistle, inoculated the believers with his mending ministry
concerning the revelation of the Person of Christ against the
heresies regarding Christ's deity and humanity. Because of such an
inoculating truth, he and all those who had known this truth loved
those who were faithful to this truth.

In verse 2 John says that the truth abides in us and will be with us
forever. In verse 1 he tells us that he and all those who have known
the truth love in truth the one to whom this Epistle was written. In
verse 2 John uses the word truth with the same meaning as that of
the second usage in verse 1, that is, to denote the divine reality of
the gospel, especially concerning the Person of Christ. This divine
reality, which actually is the Triune God, abides in us now and will
be with us for eternity.

Grace, Mercy, and Peace in Truth and Love

In verse 3 John says, "Grace, mercy, peace shall be with us from
God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in
truth and love." Truth here refers to the divine reality of the gospel,
especially concerning the Person of Christ, who expressed God
and accomplished His purpose. Love refers to the expression of the
believers in loving one another through receiving and knowing the
truth. These two matters are the basic structure of this Epistle. In
love and truth, grace, mercy, and peace will be with us.

The apostle greets and blesses the believers with grace, mercy,
and peace based upon the existence among them of the two
crucial matters of truth and love. When we walk in the truth (v. 4)
and love one another (v. 5), we enjoy the divine grace, mercy, and
peace.

If truth and love do not exist among the believers, there is no way
for them to enjoy grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father
and from Jesus Christ. Grace, mercy, and peace can be unto us
only when the basic factors of truth and love are present.



Therefore, this Epistle emphasizes truth and love. All of us need to
live a life of truth and love.

THE WALK IN TRUTH AND LOVE
In Truth

In verses 4 through 6 John speaks concerning the walk in truth and
love. Verse 4 says, "l rejoiced greatly that | have found some of
your children walking in truth, even as we received commandment
from the Father." The truth concerning the Person of Christ is the
basic and central element of John's mending ministry. When he
found the children of the faithful believer walking in truth, he
rejoiced greatly (3 John 3-4).

In verse 4 John uses the word "walking." As in 1 John 1.7, where
John speaks of walking in the light, the word "walk" means to live,
behave, and have our being. The truth concerning the Person of

Christ should not only be our belief; it should also be our living.

Once again, truth here denotes the divine reality, especially
concerning the Person of Christ. The Father commands us to walk
in this reality, that is, in the realization of the divine fact that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God (see Matt. 17:5), that we may honor the
Son as the Father desires (John 5:23).

The Father commands us to walk in the truth, in the reality. He
commands us to walk in the realization of the divine fact that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God. If we walk in this reality, we shall honor
the Son according to the Father's desire.

In Love

In verses 5 and 6 John goes on to say, "And now | ask you, lady,
not as writing a new commandment to you, but that which we have
had from the beginning, that we should love one another. And this
is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the
commandment, even as you heard from the beginning, that you
should walk in it." The phrase "from the beginning" is found a
number of times in John's writings. In some instances this phrase is
used in the absolute sense (1 John 1:1; 3:8), but here in verses 5
and 6, as elsewhere (John 15:27; 1 John 2:7), it is used in the
relative sense.

The commandment referred to in verses 5 and 6 is the
commandment given by the Son that we should love one another

(John 13:34). The Father commands us to walk in the truth to honor

the Son, and the Son commands us to love one another to express
Him.

(Excerpt from 2 John Life-studies, msg #1)

Burdens for Church Prayer

e  Our target for 2025, # of newly baptized 25 and # of attending
prayer meeting 35

e The burden of gospel preaching

e Recover the church services, children, YP, usher, etc.

e  Saints blending together to build up the Body in love

o Establish a prayer life individually and corporately

e Pursuing truth and growth in life to be in the reality of the
kingdom.

e Spreading the kingdom of God by preaching the gospel at
WVC campus and community.

e  Build up container for receiving our next generation

e Pray for the calling and burdens released during past Nor Cal
Labor Day conference. PSRP, BNPB, small group living.

Announcements

Life-study of 1 John MSG 39, 40

HWMR: 2025 summer training Week 12

12/30 (Tue) 7:45pm, Prayer meeting at meeting hall.

1117, 2/21, 3/14. 10am. Lessons on small groups with br

Minoru on Zoom.

e 12/22-27 $205/person (in-person), $125/person (video)

Winter video training at Santa Clara meeting hall:

12/25 9am, 1lam Message 1, 2 (Open)
12/27 9am, 1lam Message 3, 4

12/28 1pm, 3pm Message 5, 6

1/1 9am, 1lam Message 7, 8

1/3 9am, 1llam Message 9, 10

1/4 1pm, 3pm Message 11, 12

e 1/1-3 Together with the Church in Santa Clara, we will provide
hospitality for total 11 students and saints from the church in
Albany,

¢ Financial Giving:

PayPal/Zelle: churchincampbell@gmail.com
Venmo @Churchin-Campbell

e  Church in Campbell bookroom account (PayPal/Zelle

churchincampbellbooks@gmail.com
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