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The Move of the Slave-Savior's  

Gospel Service 
 
  In this message we come to 8:27—9:13. This portion of the 
Gospel of Mark may be considered the highlight of the Lord’s 
contact with His disciples. 
 
Brought to Caesarea Philippi 
  
In order for the disciples to be brought to the point described in 
8:27—9:13, it was necessary for them to pass through a number of 
steps. We may take Peter as an example. In chapter one of the 
Gospel of Mark, Peter was called by the Lord and began to follow 
Him. From chapter one to chapter eight, Peter and the other faithful 
followers passed through a number of different steps. They went on 
step by step, higher and higher, until they were brought to a place 
called Caesarea Philippi. 
 
Mark 8:27 says, “And Jesus went out and His disciples into the 
villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way He questioned His 
disciples, saying to them, Who do men say that I am?” Caesarea 
Philippi was in the northern part of the Holy Land, close to the 
border, at the foot of Mount Hermon, the mountain on which the 
Lord was transfigured. Caesarea Philippi was far from the holy city 
with the holy temple, where the atmosphere of the old Jewish 
religion filled every man’s thought, leaving no room for Christ, the 
Slave-Savior. The Lord brought His disciples purposely to such a 
place where there was a clear atmosphere so that their thought 
could be released from the effects of the religious surroundings in 
the holy city and the holy temple and that He might reveal to them 
something new concerning Himself. It was here that the vision 
concerning Him as the Christ was given to Peter. 
 
 The Lord brought His followers from the river Jordan and the Sea 
of Galilee to Caesarea Philippi. It took Him at least two years to 
bring His followers through all the steps that enabled them to come 
to this point. These steps are recorded in the preceding chapters of 
the Gospel of Mark. Especially three of the Lord’s disciples — 
Peter, John, and James — were fully qualified to see something 
which no other human beings had been able to see. They were 
able to see a wonderful Person, a Person who is the secret of the 
universe and a mystery to all mankind. This One is also the secret 
of God’s eternal economy. Although He was a man, even a man in 
the form of a slave, He was an excellent, wonderful, mysterious 
Person. 
 
  In order to see the vision concerning this Person, the disciples 
had to pass through the steps recorded in the preceding chapters. 
They had to be healed in a general way and then in a particular 
way. Every function of their being — hearing, sight, and speech — 
needed to be healed. As the result of experiencing both the general 
and specific healings, they were qualified and enabled to receive 
the vision concerning who the Lord is. 
 
The revelation concerning Christ 
  
In verse 27 the Lord asked His disciples, “Who do men say that I 
am?” As a man, Christ was a mystery not only to that generation,  

 
but also to people today. To the Lord’s question the disciples 
replied, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but others, one of the 
prophets” (v. 28). This indicates that, at most, without revelation, 
people can realize only that Jesus is the greatest among the 
prophets. Without heavenly revelation, no one can know that He is 
truly the Christ. 
 
Verse 29 says, “And He questioned them, But you, who do you say 
that I am? Peter answering says to Him, You are the Christ!” Here 
we see that Peter took the lead to declare that Jesus is the Christ. 
Peter did not speak of the Lord simply in a general way as Christ, 
as an anointed One. Rather, he said, “You are the Christ.” This 
term may not be as striking to us today as it was during the time of 
the disciples. Peter was declaring that Jesus is the Christ, the 
anointed One, the Messiah. 
 
When Peter made the declaration that Jesus is the Christ, he may 
not have been very clear concerning this point. Nevertheless, he 
saw that this One was not common, that He was not an ordinary 
person. He realized something that is very particular concerning the 
Lord, that He is the Christ, God’s anointed One, the Messiah. As 
we have pointed out, in order for Peter to see this vision, it was 
necessary for him and the other disciples to pass through all the 
steps in the preceding chapters to be brought to the stage of seeing 
the vision concerning Christ’s Person. 
 
The revelation concerning Christ’s crucifixion and 
resurrection 
 
After Peter made the declaration that Jesus is the Christ, “He 
warned them that they should tell no one concerning Him” (v. 30). 
Then “He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things, and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests 
and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise” (v. 31). 
Here we see that after the revelation of the mystery concerning 
Christ, we have the revelation of the crucifixion and resurrection of 
Christ. In order for Him to fulfill God’s purpose, Christ had to go to 
the religious center, pass through crucifixion, and enter into 
resurrection. 
 
In verse 31 the Lord opened up some of the mysteries of God’s 
economy concerning Himself as the Christ, the anointed One of 
God. In this verse the Lord refers to Himself as the Son of Man. 
After Peter saw the vision concerning Jesus the Nazarene being 
the Christ, the Lord went on to unveil the fact that He, God’s 
anointed One, is the Son of Man. It is a great matter to see that the 
Messiah is the Son of Man. 
 
In verse 31 the Lord went on to reveal that the Messiah, who is the 
Son of Man, must suffer and be rejected. Instead of being honored, 
respected, and exalted, He would be dishonored, despised, and 
rejected. The Lord said that He would suffer many things, be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and even 
be killed. 
 
Peter rebuking the Lord and the Lord rebuking Peter 
 
The unveiling of Christ’s rejection, suffering, and death must have 
come as a great surprise to Peter. He may have been shocked by 



such an unveiling. To be sure, Peter never imagined that the 
Messiah would be persecuted and even executed. From his youth 
among the Jews, Peter had heard many things concerning the 
Messiah. He surely expected the coming Messiah to be honored 
and exalted, regarded in the highest way. He had never before 
heard that the Messiah would suffer and be put to death. 
 
At the end of verse 31, the Lord Jesus clearly indicated that He, the 
Christ, would rise after three days. Thus, in a brief way He spoke 
concerning His resurrection. It is doubtful, however, that this word 
concerning the Lord’s rising from among the dead made an 
impression on Peter. He had no understanding at all about what it 
meant for the Lord to rise after three days. Peter either did not hear 
this word or he had no realization concerning it. 
 
In verse 33 we see the way the Lord rebuked Peter: “But He, 
turning around and seeing His disciples, rebuked Peter and said, 
Go away, behind Me, Satan, because you are not setting your mind 
on the things of God, but on the things of men!” In the four Gospels 
this may be the strongest negative word uttered by the Lord Jesus. 
He perceived that it was not Peter but Satan who was frustrating 
Him from taking the cross. This reveals that our natural man, which 
is not willing to take the cross, is one with Satan. When we are 
setting our mind not on the things of God, but on the things of men, 
we become Satan, a stumbling block to the Lord in the fulfillment of 
God’s purpose. 
 
Setting our mind on the things of men 
 
In verse 33 the Lord said specifically that Peter was not setting his 
mind on the things of God, but on the things of men. This is a 
matter of the evil reasonings mentioned in 7:21. Man’s corrupted 
heart is filled with evil reasonings. Here the Lord Jesus seems to be 
telling Peter, “Peter, there are evil reasonings in your heart. In 
particular, you have evil reasonings within you concerning My word 
about My being put to death. First you reason, and then you rebuke 
Me. This reasoning indicates that your mind has been set on the 
things of fallen man, not on the things of God.” 
 
The Lord’s word here reminds us of Paul’s word concerning the 
mind in Romans 8:6: “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the 
mind set on the spirit is life and peace.” No doubt, at this juncture 
Peter set his mind on the flesh. When he was reasoning concerning 
Christ’s sufferings and death, he was setting his mind on the flesh. 
 
Coming after the Lord 
 
Verse 34 says, “And calling the crowd to Him with His disciples, He 
said to them, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” To come after the 
Lord is to have Him, to experience Him, to enjoy Him, and to 
partake of Him. If we want to gain the Lord in this way, 
experiencing Him, enjoying Him, and partaking of Him, we must 
deny ourselves. If we remain instead of denying ourselves, the Lord 
is gone. If we would have the Lord, then we must go, we must deny 
ourselves. 
 
In chapter eight of Mark we have a revelation not only concerning 
the wonderful Person of Christ, but also concerning His marvelous 
death. In His death we are crucified, terminated, annulled. Hence, 
when we come to partake of Him, we need to deny ourselves; that 
is, we need to put ourselves aside and forget ourselves. 
 
The need for the Epistles of Paul 
 

Actually, the Lord’s word here concerning His death requires all the 
Epistles written by the Apostle Paul for its definition. If we do not 
have an adequate understanding of the Epistles of Paul, we shall 
not be able to understand thoroughly the Lord’s word in 8:34-37. 
According to the revelation regarding Christ’s death in Paul’s 
Epistles, Christ went through the process of death for God and for 
us. His all-inclusive death dealt with sins, our sinful nature, the self, 
our flesh, the old creation, the Devil, the world, and all the 
ordinances. Through the all-inclusive death of Christ, we have been 
terminated. Now if we would enjoy Christ and partake of Him, we 
need to realize that we have already been terminated. Based upon 
the fact that we have been crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20), we 
should deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow the Lord.  
(Excerpts from Life- Studies of Mark Message #24) 
=========================================== 
Burdens for Church Prayer 
• 2026 Targets, # of baptized:22; # of prayer meeting 

attendance:35; average Lord’s Day and small group 
attendance:10% increase 

• Spread the kingdom of God by preaching the gospel on the 
WVC campus and in the community, Bible distribution  

• Multiply the number of small groups for the increase and 
building up of the Body of Christ 

• Perfect young working saints with shepherding families as 
containers for the next generation.  

• Practice PSRP, BNPB, and vital small groups. 
• Blending in the Body, by participating in conferences and 

trainings 
• Establish and strengthen the church services, including 

children, YP, ushering, etc.  
• Establish a prayer life individually and corporately  
• Pursuing the truth and growth in life to live in the reality of the 

kingdom. 
 
Announcements 
• Life-study of Mark MSG 23, 24 
• HWMR: 2025 Thanksgiving Conference, Week 5 
• 4/7 (Tue) 7:45pm, Prayer meeting at meeting hall 

• 4/3-5 NorCal Spring YP conference held at FSCC 

• 4/10-11 FSCC.  NorCal Chinese speaking saints blending 
conference. 

• 4/19 – Spring BBQ at Sanborn park, 10:00am-2:00pm 

• 5/1-3. FSCC 6th Grade Conference. $50/person. 

• 6/29-7/4 Semiannual Training registration by 5/1 

• 7/19-24. NorCal Summer School of Truth. 

• 7/29-8/2 FSCC. North America Chinese speaking perfecting 
training, west coast session. 

• 9/4-6 NorCal Labor Day Conference held at Burlingame Hyatt  
• Financial Giving: 

PayPal/Zelle: churchincampbell@gmail.com 
Venmo @Churchin-Campbell 
Church in Campbell bookroom account (PayPal/Zelle 
churchincampbellbooks@gmail.com 
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