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The Move of the Slave-Savior's  

Gospel Service (16) 
 
In this message we shall begin to consider 10:32-52. This is 
the last section in the Gospel of Mark concerned with the 
move of the Slave-Savior’s gospel service. 
 
On the way to Jerusalem 
  Chapter ten describes a number of matters that took place 
on the way to Jerusalem. We have pointed out that in 10:1 
the Lord Jesus rose up from Galilee and came into the 
district of Judea. The Lord made this move deliberately so 
that He might die in Jerusalem for the accomplishment of 
God’s eternal plan. Therefore, to be on the way to Jerusalem 
is to be on the way to enter into the death of Christ. Then 
through death, we enter into His resurrection. Hence, the 
way to Jerusalem is the way into Christ’s death and 
resurrection. 
 
  Mark 10:32A says, “Now they were on the road, going up 
to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before them; and they 
were amazed, and those who followed were afraid.” Here we 
see that the Lord Jesus was strong, bold, and eager. Walking 
in front of the disciples, He took the lead to go up to 
Jerusalem with eagerness. The Lord’s followers were greatly 
surprised, perhaps even shocked, by His boldness. This verse 
says that those who followed were afraid. 
 
  Why was the Lord Jesus so bold in going up to Jerusalem? 
Concerning this, Luke 9:51 says, “And it came about, when 
the days were being fulfilled for His being taken up, that He 
steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem.” The Lord’s face 
was set like a flint, for He knew that the time of His death 
was very near. At this point, there was approximately one 
week remaining before He would be put to death. The Lord 
was not willing to be stopped, frustrated, or hindered in any 
way from going up to Jerusalem. If He were hindered, He 
would miss the day of the Passover, the day for Him to die 
as the Lamb of God. This was the reason the Lord was so 
bold to walk in front of all the disciples on the way to 
Jerusalem. 
 
The third unveiling of the Lord’s death and resurrection 
  According to Mark 10:32b-34, as the Lord was going up to 
Jerusalem, He unveiled His death and resurrection the third 
time: “And taking the twelve aside again, He began to tell 
them the things about to happen to Him: Behold, we are 
going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man shall be delivered 
to the chief priests and the scribes; and they shall condemn 
Him to death, and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles; and they 
shall mock Him and spit at Him, and shall scourge Him, and 
kill Him; and after three days He will rise.” The first time the 
Lord revealed His death to the disciples was in Caesarea 
Philippi, before His transfiguration (8:31). The second time 
was in Galilee, after His transfiguration (9:31). Now we need 
to see that the third unveiling took place on the way to 
Jerusalem. This revelation was a prophecy, altogether  
 

 
strange to the natural concept of the disciples, yet literally 
fulfilled in every detail. 
 
Included in the Lord’s death 
  Because the time for the Slave-Savior’s death had come, 
He was willing to go to Jerusalem. He went before His 
followers with a speed and boldness that amazed them. This 
was His obedience to God unto death (Phil. 2:8), according 
to the counsel of God (Acts 2:23), for the fulfillment of His 
redemptive plan (Isa. 53:10). 
 
  The Lord Jesus knew that through His death He would be 
glorified in resurrection (Luke 24:25-26) and that His divine 
life would be released to produce many brothers for His 
expression (John 12:23-24; Rom. 8:29). For the joy set 
before Him, He despised the shame (Heb. 12:2) and 
volunteered to be delivered to the Satan-usurped leaders of 
the Jews and condemned by them to death. Therefore, God 
exalted Him to the heavens, seated Him at His right hand 
(Mark 16:19; Acts 2:33-35), gave Him the name which is 
above every name (Phil. 2:9-10), made Him both Lord and 
Christ (Acts 2:36), and crowned Him with glory and honor 
(Heb. 2:9). 
 
  The death of the Lord Jesus in Jerusalem included not only 
the Lord Himself, but also His followers. In fact, we also 
were included in His death. When the Lord entered into His 
all-inclusive death. He brought His followers into that death 
with Him. It is important for us to have this view as we 
consider the remainder of chapter ten and then the last six 
chapters of the Gospel of Mark. 
 
  When the Lord Jesus died on the cross, all His believers 
died with Him. According to the record of Mark, we can see 
that Peter, John, and James in particular were put to death 
with the Lord Jesus. He brought them and the other disciples 
purposely with Him into death. As a result, they could share 
in His resurrection and even be witnesses of His ascension. 
 
  On the day of Pentecost, ten days after the Lord’s 
ascension, the Spirit, who is actually the Lord Himself, was 
poured out upon all those who entered into Christ’s death, 
participated in His resurrection, and saw His ascension. With 
Christ as the life-giving Spirit poured upon them, they could 
realize in their experience that truly they were in the death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Christ. Furthermore, they 
could apply the Lord’s crucifixion, resurrection, and 
ascension to their living. Therefore, on the day of Pentecost 
Peter and the one hundred twenty were people in Christ’s 
death, resurrection, and ascension. They were one with 
Christ, and they were actually His embodiment. On that day 
they were living Christ. We all need to see such a marvelous 
picture. 
 
  It was not an accident that on the day of Pentecost the one 
hundred twenty were witnesses of the crucified, resurrected, 
and ascended Christ. They all had followed Him and had 
passed with Him through death and into resurrection. They 



also saw His ascension. On the day of Pentecost they were in 
the reality of the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ. 
 
The blindness of the Lord’s followers 
  As the Lord Jesus and His disciples were on the way to 
Jerusalem, He wanted to impress them with the matters of 
His all-inclusive death and His wonderful resurrection. 
Hence, for the third time, He spoke to them about His death 
and resurrection. However, the disciples did not have eyes to 
see. Even after the Lord had repeated this word the third 
time, His followers still were not able to see it. 
 
  The incidents recorded in 10:35-45 prove that the Slave-
Savior’s disciples were blind with respect to the vision of 
His death and resurrection. Immediately after the Lord’s 
unveiling of His death and resurrection for the third time, 
James and John came to Him and said, “Teacher, we desire 
that whatever we ask You, You will do for us” (v. 35). The 
Lord replied, “What do you want Me to do for you? And 
they said to Him, Grant to us that we may sit, one on Your 
right, and one on Your left, in Your glory” (vv. 36-37). This 
request exposes the fact that John and James were still 
natural sons of thunder. They certainly had not been replaced 
by Christ, and they had not been crucified and brought into 
the Lord’s resurrection. 
 
  According to the account in the Gospel of Matthew, it was 
the mother of the sons of Zebedee who made this request 
(Matt. 20:20-21). She was a sister of Mary, the Lord’s 
mother, and was therefore His aunt. From this we see that 
James and John were the Lord’s cousins. It may have been 
based upon the fact that they thought they had a close natural 
relationship with Him that they asked for a favor — sitting at 
the Lord’s right and left in His glory. 
 
  The Lord had told His disciples that He was about to die. 
But they were ambitious to sit at the Lord’s right and left. 
Their request was altogether natural. 
 
The Lord’s cup and His baptism 
  In Mark 10:38 the Lord said to James and John, “You do 
not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
which I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which 
I am baptized?” Both the cup and the baptism refer to the 
Slave-Savior’s death (John 18:11; Luke 12:50). The cup 
signifies that His death was the God-given portion for Him 
to take for the sinners whom He would redeem for God. 
Baptism denotes that His death was the God-ordained way 
for Him to pass through for the accomplishment of God’s 
redemption for sinners. 
 
  From the Lord’s answer we see that those who would sit at 
the Lord’s right and left in His glory must be prepared to 
“drink the cup” of suffering. To suffer the cross is the way to 
enter into the kingdom (Acts 14:22). The selfish entreaty of 
John and James afforded the Lord an opportunity to reveal 
the way to enter into the kingdom. 
 
  When James and John told the Lord that they were able to 
drink His cup and be baptized with His baptism, He said to 
them, “The cup which I drink you shall drink; and the 
baptism with which I am baptized, you shall be baptized. But 
to sit on My right or on My left is not Mine to give, but for 
those for whom it has been prepared” (vv. 39-40). Here we 
see that the Lord stood in the position of a man. Standing in 

such a position, the Lord was fully subject to the Father. He 
did not assume the right to do anything outside the Father. 
 (Excerpts from Life- Studies of Mark Message #32) 
=========================================== 
Burdens for Church Prayer 
• 2026 Targets, # of baptized:22; # of prayer meeting 

attendance:35; average Lord’s Day and small group 
attendance:10% increase 

• Spread the kingdom of God by preaching the gospel on 
the WVC campus and by Bible distribution in the 
community. 

• Multiply the number of small groups for the increase and 
building up of the Body of Christ 

• Perfect young working saints with shepherding families 
as containers for the next generation.  

• Practice PSRP, BNPB, and vital small groups. 
• Blending in the Body, by participating in conferences 

and trainings 
• Establish and strengthen the church services, including 

children, YP, ushering, etc.  
• Establish a prayer life individually and corporately  
• Pursuing the truth and growth in life to live in the reality 

of the kingdom. 
 
Announcements 
• Life-study of Mark MSG 31, 32 
• HWMR: 2025 Winter Training, Week 3 
• 5/5 (Tue) 7:45pm, Prayer meeting at the meeting hall 

• 5/1-3. FSCC 6th Grade Conference. $50/person. 

• 5/9 (tbd), 6/13, 8/8 10am. 

On-line Lessons on small groups by br. Minoru 

• 5/22-5/25 International Memorial Day Blending 

Conference will be held in Dallas, TX. 

• 6/15-19 2026 Bay Area Bible Camp at FSCC. $85 

• 6/29-7/4 Semiannual Training registration by 5/1 

• 7/3-7/12 Summer video training at Santa Clara meeting 

hall  

 

 
 

• 7/21-26. NorCal Summer School of Truth. 

• 7/29-8/2 FSCC. North America Chinese speaking 

perfecting training, west coast session. 
• 9/4-6 NorCal Labor Day Conference held at Burlingame 

Hyatt  
• Financial Giving: 

PayPal/Zelle: churchincampbell@gmail.com 
Venmo @Churchin-Campbell 
Church in Campbell bookroom account 
(PayPal/Zelle 
churchincampbellbooks@gmail.com 
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