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A Life According to and for God's New Testament Economy 

  The Gospel of Mark is a biography of a Person who lived 

according to God’s New Testament economy. In order to 

understand this biography, we need to realize that every event 

recorded in it is meaningful. We thank the Lord that the remainder 

of the New Testament, especially the Epistles of Paul, helps us to 

interpret the details of the Lord’s biography in Mark. The messages 

given in the Life-studies of Paul’s Epistles will also help us 

understand the significance of the Gospel of Mark as a biography 

of a life fully according to and for God’s New Testament economy. 

  In a previous message we pointed out that in chapter eight of 

Mark we have a revelation of Christ, His death, and His 

resurrection. The Epistles of Paul also emphasize Christ with His 

death and resurrection. In fact, one verse, Philippians 3:10, covers 

all three: “To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the 

fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.” Here 

we see Christ the Person and also His death and resurrection. 

  In recent messages we have covered the first four chapters of 

Mark’s Gospel. We have seen that when the Lord Jesus was 

baptized, the Spirit of God descended upon Him. From that time 

onward, as recorded in chapters one and two, the Lord Jesus lived 

a life of preaching the gospel, teaching the truth, casting out 

demons, healing the sick, and cleansing the lepers. He brought 

forgiveness to people, and He also brought them into the 

enjoyment of Himself as righteousness outwardly and life inwardly. 

In addition, He brought them into His satisfaction and into 

liberation. Furthermore, the Lord Jesus lived in a way to be one 

with God, to bind God’s enemy, and to deny the natural relationship 

and remain in the relationship of the spiritual life. 

  In chapter four the Lord reveals the significance of His living in the 

three foregoing chapters. The significance of the Lord’s living is that 

He is the Sower sowing Himself as a seed into people. The Lord 

sowed Himself into those who were touched by Him. By His sowing 

Himself as a seed into others, a kingdom was brought into 

existence. This kingdom will grow, develop, and ripen into a 

harvest. 

Four cases of healing 

  In chapters one through three of the Gospel of Mark there are four 

cases of healing: the healing of Simon’s mother-in-law, who was 

sick with a fever (1:30-31); the cleansing of the leper (1:40-45); the 

healing of the paralytic who was carried to the Lord (2:1-12); and 

the healing of the man with a withered hand (3:1-6). These four 

cases describe our spiritual condition before we were saved. We 

were those who were sick of a fever, those whose “temperature” 

was abnormally high. Today every fallen human being is sick with a 

fever. Before we were saved, we also were lepers; we were 

unclean, defiled, and contaminated to the uttermost. Furthermore, 

as unsaved persons, we were paralytics. With respect to God, we 

were altogether paralyzed. Because we were absolutely paralyzed, 

we were not able to do anything for God. As paralyzed ones, we 

could not walk. We also were those with a withered hand. 

Therefore, we were sick with a fever, we were contaminated lepers, 

we were paralytics unable to walk, and we were those with a 

withered hand, unable to work. Although these are separate cases 

in the Gospel of Mark, spiritually speaking, they describe the 

condition of every human being. Thus, these cases portray the 

situation of a particular person. 

Peter as our representative 

  Have you ever realized that in the Gospel of Mark there is one 

who is our representative? The one who represents us is Peter. 

According to the record in Mark, Peter was the first to be called by 

the Lord. After he was called, he was always taking the lead. He 

even took the lead to deny the Lord Jesus. We may even say that, 

in a sense, Peter was crucified before the Lord Jesus was. Then 

after the Lord’s resurrection Peter’s name was mentioned by the 

angel: “But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before 

you into Galilee” (16:7). 

  Because in the Gospel of Mark Peter is our representative, all the 

cases described in this book may be taken as an aggregate and 

given the name of Peter. It is significant that the first case of 

healing in this Gospel was the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law. In a 

spiritual sense, all the cases in this book are related to Peter. This 

means that Peter was sick of a fever and that Peter was the blind 

Bartimaeus at the gate of Jericho. Peter needed to be healed of his 

fever and of his blindness. 

Healings of particular organs 

  The four cases of healing in chapters one through three are all in 

the same category, the category of general healings. After chapter 

four the Lord Jesus goes on to carry out further healings. But these 

healings are of particular organs: the hearing organ, the speaking 

organ, and the seeing organ. In order to contact others, we must 

have these organs. If we are deaf, dumb, and blind, what contact 

can we have with others? We could not have any contact at all 

since we would not be able to hear, speak, or see. As our 

representative, Peter was healed of his fever, leprosy, paralysis, 



and withered condition; however, still he could not hear, speak, or 

see. 

  After the four cases of general healing, we have in Mark four 

cases of the healing of specific organs. In 7:31-37 we have the 

healing of a deaf and dumb man; in 8:22-26, the healing of a blind 

man in Bethsaida; in 9:14-29, the healing of a boy who had a dumb 

spirit; and in 10:46-52, the healing of blind Bartimaeus. In these 

four cases three particular organs are healed: the hearing organ, 

the speaking organ, and the seeing organ. 

Two cases of blindness 

  Let us consider briefly the two cases of the healing of blindness. 

When they came to Bethsaida, a blind man was brought to the Lord 

Jesus. “Taking hold of the hand of the blind man, He led him forth 

outside the village; and having spit in his eyes and laid His hands 

on him, He asked him, Do you see anything?” (8:23). The man 

looked up and said, “I behold men; I see them as trees walking” (v. 

24). Then the Lord laid His hands upon the man’s eyes again, and 

“he looked intently and was restored, and he saw all things clearly.” 

Is this not a picture of our spiritual condition? When we first saw the 

Lord, we did not see Him clearly. We did not see spiritual things 

exactly as they are. Then after further contact with the Lord, we 

began to see all things clearly. 

  The second case of the healing of blindness is the healing of blind 

Bartimaeus. When the Lord Jesus asked Bartimaeus what he 

wanted Him to do for him, the blind man said, “Rabboni, that I may 

recover my sight!” (10:51). Then Jesus said to him, “Go, your faith 

has healed you” (v. 52), and immediately Bartimaeus recovered his 

sight and followed the Lord on the road (v. 52). This is the last case 

of healing recorded in the Gospel of Mark. 

Our need for particular healing 

  Spiritually speaking, our relationship with God depends upon the 

hearing organ, the speaking organ, and the seeing organ. If we 

cannot hear God’s word, if we cannot talk to God, and if we cannot 

see God’s vision, we cannot have any relationship with Him. If such 

were our situation, we would be like a dumb idol standing before 

God. Therefore, we need the healing of our hearing, speaking, and 

seeing organs. 

  The New Testament reveals that, spiritually speaking, we were 

dead, but the Lord Jesus has made us alive. When He came to us 

and sowed Himself into us, we were enlivened. We were then 

healed of our fever, leprosy, paralysis, and withered condition. 

  Praise the Lord that we have been made alive, that we have been 

regenerated! However, after being regenerated, we may still be 

deaf, dumb, and blind, in need of the Lord’s particular healing. Was 

this not your experience with the Lord? I can testify that it was my 

experience. I was regenerated in 1925, but it was not until 1932 

that my ears began to hear God’s voice, my eyes began to see His 

vision, and my mouth was opened to speak for God. I praise Him 

that today, through His mercy, I can hear, speak, and see. 

Two categories of healing 

  We need to have a clear understanding of the two categories of 

healing in Mark. The four cases in the first category are related to 

being enlivened. The four cases in the second category are related 

to the recovery of the crucial organs of hearing, speaking, and 

seeing, the spiritual organs necessary for contacting God. 

  In 5:21-43 we have the healing of a woman with a flow of blood 

and the raising up of a dead girl. The case of the woman with the 

flow of blood is a case of the leaking out of life. Since this woman’s 

case is merged with that of the girl and since the twelve years of 

the woman’s sickness equal the age of the girl and both are 

females, these cases may be considered the case of one person. 

In this view, the girl was born, so to speak, in the woman’s death-

sickness and died of it. When the woman’s death-sickness was 

healed by the Savior, the girl rose up from death. 

 (Excerpts from Life- Studies of Mark Message 59) 
 
=========================================== 
Burdens for Church Prayer 
 Prayer for Labor Day Conference, for the saints’ participation, 

for the Lord’s speaking and for a receiving heart  
 2026 Targets, # of baptized:22; # of prayer meeting 

attendance:35; average Lord’s Day and small group 
attendance:10% increase 

 Spread the kingdom of God by preaching the gospel on the 
WVC campus and by Bible distribution in the community. 

 Multiply the number of small groups for the increase and 
building up of the Body of Christ 

 Perfect young working saints with shepherding families as 
containers for the next generation.  

 Practice PSRP, BNPB, and vital small groups. 
 Blending in the Body, by participating in conferences and 

trainings 
 Establish and strengthen the church services, including 

children, YP, ushering, etc.  
 Establish a prayer life individually and corporately  
 Pursuing the truth and growth in life to live in the reality of the 

kingdom. 
 
Announcements 
 Life-study of Mark MSG 59, 60 
 HWMR for Labor Day Conference: Building up the house of 

God in the local churches, Week 2 
 8/11 (Tue) 7:45pm, Prayer meeting at home by small group.  

 7/29-8/2 FSCC. North America Chinese speaking perfecting 
training, west coast session.$250/person ($50 outline, $200 
food) 

 8/22 10am. On-line Lessons on small groups by br. Minoru 
 9/4-6 NorCal Labor Day Conference held at Burlingame Hyatt, 

https://www.hyatt.com/events/en-US/group-booking/SFOBU/G-
BLEN 

 Financial Giving: 
PayPal/Zelle: churchincampbell@gmail.com 
Venmo @Churchin-Campbell 

 Church in Campbell bookroom account (PayPal/Zelle) 
churchincampbellbooks@gmail.com 

https://www.hyatt.com/events/en-US/group-booking/SFOBU/G-BLEN
https://www.hyatt.com/events/en-US/group-booking/SFOBU/G-BLEN
mailto:churchincampbell@gmail.com
mailto:churchincampbellbooks@gmail.com

