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A Life According to and for God's New Testament
Economy

In the Gospel of Mark we see the Lord Jesus as the One who
lived a life according to God’s New Testament economy.
This One is both the Sower and the seed. He sowed Himself
as the seed into His disciples. The Lord gathered the
disciples, the chosen ones of God, as His “soil” in which He
sowed Himself so that He might grow in them and that they
might grow Him. The Lord also brought His disciples with
Him to the cross and terminated them. After this, He brought
them into His resurrection. Having seen all this in the
foregoing messages, let us now go on to see how the
disciples are the continuation of the Lord Jesus.

The Gospel of Mark ends with the Lord’s ascension. What
is the Lord Jesus doing now that He has resurrected and
ascended? In order to find out what the Lord is doing after
His ascension, we need the book of Acts.

Two aspects of the Holy Spirit

In chapter one of Acts the resurrected Christ charged His
disciples to remain in Jerusalem for the baptism in the Holy
Spirit: “For John indeed baptized in water, but you shall be
baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days from now” (Acts
1:5). In verse 8 He went on to say, “You shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” Here we see that
the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a matter of the Spirit
descending upon the disciples.

In Acts 1 the Lord talks about the disciples experiencing
the Holy Spirit coming upon them. But had the disciples not
received the Holy Spirit already? According to John 20, in
the evening of His resurrection day, the Lord appeared to His
disciples, breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit” (v. 22). In this verse the Holy Spirit is likened
to breath. Breath is something inward, something related to
the life within us. In John 20:22, therefore, the disciples
received the Holy Spirit as breath for life.

Forty days after His resurrection, the Lord commanded the
disciples to remain in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to
descend upon them. That descending of the Spirit upon the
disciples was for power, not for life. In John 20 we have the
Spirit inwardly for life; in Acts 1 we have the Spirit
outwardly for power, for baptism. When a person is
baptized, he does not drink the water; instead, he is
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Holy Spirit is a matter of the Spirit coming upon us
outwardly so that we may have power.

The Lord’s word to the disciples concerning the Holy Spirit
in chapter one of Acts was fulfilled in chapter two. On the
day of Pentecost “suddenly there came a noise out of heaven
like a rushing violent wind,” and it filled the house where the
disciples were sitting. Then they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:1-4). On the day of the Lord’s resurrection the
disciples received the Holy Spirit as breath for life. Then
fifty days later, on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came
upon the disciples as a rushing mighty wind. We can easily
see the difference between breath and wind. Breath is for
life, and wind is for power. In John 20 and Acts 2 we have
two symbols of the Holy Spirit: the breath for life inwardly
and the wind for power outwardly.

In the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus

With the Lord Jesus we also see these two aspects of the
Holy Spirit. First, the Lord was conceived of the Holy Spirit
(Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:18, 20). Then at the age of thirty, when
He came forth to minister, the Holy Spirit descended upon
Him, and He was baptized in the Holy Spirit (Luke 3:21-22).
The Lord’s being conceived of the Spirit was a matter of the
Spirit essentially, but His being baptized in the Holy Spirit
was a matter of the Spirit descending upon Him
economically. Hence, the Holy Spirit for the Lord’s
conception was essential, whereas the Holy Spirit for His
ministry was economical.

Because the Lord Jesus was conceived of the Holy Spirit
essentially, the Spirit became the essence of His being. The
Lord had the divine essence of the conceiving Holy Spirit.
He also received the human essence from the virgin Mary.
Because He was conceived of the divine essence and born
with the human essence, He was born a God-man. This
means that for His being as the God-man He had two
essences — the divine essence and the human essence.
Therefore, the Lord was both God and man, the complete
God and a perfect man. This is a matter of His being, His
existence.

For thirty years the Lord Jesus lived on earth as the God-
man. At the age of thirty He began to minister. For His
ministry He needed the Spirit of God to descend upon Him
not essentially but economically. This descending of the



Spirit upon the Lord Jesus was for God’s economy; it was
not for the Lord’s existence. For His existence He needed the
Holy Spirit essentially to be His divine essence. But for the
carrying out of God’s economy, He needed the Holy Spirit to
descend on Him economically.

In the experience of the disciples

The disciples also received the Holy Spirit both essentially
and economically. They received the Spirit essentially in
John 20:22. The receiving of the essential Spirit was for their
spiritual existence, their spiritual being. When the disciples
received the Holy Spirit in John 20, they received the divine
essence. After receiving the Spirit in this aspect for their
spiritual existence, it was still necessary for them to receive
the Spirit economically so that they could carry out God’s
economy as the continuation of the Lord Jesus. The disciples
had to carry out God’s economy in the same way the Lord
Jesus carried it out. Since the Lord carried out God’s
economy by the economical Spirit, the disciples had to carry
out God’s economy by the economical Spirit. Therefore,
after receiving the Spirit essentially, the disciples needed to
receive the Spirit economically. They received the
economical Spirit in chapter two of Acts.

We have emphasized that in John 20:22 the disciples
received the Holy Spirit essentially for their spiritual being
and existence. In Acts 1 we see the disciples living in this
spiritual being. Before John 20, that is, before the Lord’s
death and resurrection, the disciples had not been made alive
in their spiritual being for their spiritual existence. Instead,
they had a fallen natural, fleshly being. Even after the Lord
had revealed to them His death and resurrection the third
time (Mark 10:32-34), the disciples were still disputing
concerning who was greater (Mark 10:35-45). In addition,
Peter certainly was in his natural being when he denied the
Lord. But after Christ’s death and resurrection, the disciples
received the essential Spirit as the source of their spiritual
being. In chapter one of Acts, although the disciples had not
yet received the Holy Spirit descending upon them
economically, they had experienced the Spirit essentially for
their spiritual existence. Therefore, in their being they
became spiritual.

The disciples had the essential Spirit for their spiritual
being, but they still needed the Holy Spirit to descend upon
them economically. This took place on the day of Pentecost.
In Acts 2 the Spirit was fully consummated for the
experience of the believers.

In our experience today

When did you receive the Holy Spirit essentially and
economically? Some may say that they received the Holy
Spirit essentially when they were regenerated and

economically at a time after their regeneration. According to
the biblical way of understanding this matter, we received
the Holy Spirit essentially and economically more than
nineteen hundred years ago. We all received the Holy Spirit
essentially in John 20. Then the Jewish believers in Christ
received the Holy Spirit economically in Acts 2, and the
Gentile believers received the Spirit economically in Acts
10.

We may use purchasing a house as an illustration of
receiving the Holy Spirit. Suppose a certain brother buys a
house before he is married. Later he gets married and has
children. When did this brother’s wife and children buy the
house? The correct answer is that they bought it when he
bought it. The principle is the same with our receiving the
Holy Spirit. When did we receive the Holy Spirit? We
received the Spirit when the disciples as our representatives
received the Spirit.

(Excerpts from Life- Studies of Mark Message 67)

Burdens for Church Prayer

o 2026 Targets, # of baptized:22; # of prayer meeting
attendance:35; average Lord’s Day and small group
attendance:10% increase

e Spread the kingdom of God by preaching the gospel on
the WVC campus and by Bible distribution in the
community.

e Multiply the number of small groups for the increase and
building up of the Body of Christ

e Perfect young working saints with shepherding families
as containers for the next generation.
Practice PSRP, BNPB, and vital small groups.
Blending in the Body, by participating in conferences
and trainings

e Establish and strengthen the church services, including
children, YP, ushering, etc.
Establish a prayer life individually and corporately
Pursuing the truth and growth in life to live in the reality
of the kingdom.

Announcements
e Life-study of Mark MSG 67, 68
e HWMR 2026 ICSC, Week 4
e 9/8 (Tue) 7:45pm, Prayer meeting at small group.
e 9/6 LD 1-3 pm Campbell meeting hall, Lunch blending
with saints from Church in Fresno
e 2027 Gospel calendar.
https://www.livingstream.com/gospel-
calendars/zh/gospel-calendars/99999558-2027-gospel-
calendar.html
e Financial Giving:
PayPal/Zelle: churchincampbell@gmail.com
Venmo @Churchin-Campbell
e Church in Campbell bookroom account (PayPal/Zelle)
churchincampbellbooks@gmail.com
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