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A summary of God’s  

New Testament economy 
   
In the foregoing message we considered a chart that presents a 
summary of God’s New Testament economy. According to this 
chart, the entire New Testament may be divided into three sections: 
the four Gospels as the initiation, Acts through Jude as the 
development, and the book of Revelation as the finalization. In the 
first section we see the Son with the Father and by the Spirit to be 
the embodiment of the Triune God in Jesus Christ as God’s 
tabernacle and God’s temple, living the life of God to develop into 
the kingdom of God. In the second section we see the Spirit as the 
Son with the Father to be the consummation of the Triune God in 
the church as the Body of Christ, the temple of God, the kingdom of 
God, and house of God, living Christ unto the fullness of God. In 
the third section we have the seven Spirits out from the eternal One 
and of the Redeemer to be the intensification of the Triune God in 
the overcoming church, consummating in the golden lampstands 
and the New Jerusalem. In this message, the last message in this 
Life-study of Mark, let us consider the intensification of the Triune 
God consummating in the golden lampstands and the New 
Jerusalem. 
 
  According to the record of the Gospel of Mark, the disciples 
followed the Lord Jesus in the way of being brought into Him. They 
were carried on by the Lord, the all-inclusive One, wherever He 
went. Hence, He brought the disciples into Himself. He brought 
them into His all-inclusive death, the death that terminated all the 
old things, and also into His all-inclusive resurrection, in which they 
were germinated to be His reproduction and continuation. In the 
book of Acts we can see that the disciples participated in Christ and 
enjoyed Him through His all-inclusive death and resurrection. 
Furthermore, through the disciples the church came into existence. 
The twenty-one Epistles from Romans through Jude are needed to 
define what is presented in summary in the book of Acts. 
 
The golden lampstands 
  After the detailed definition in the Epistles, we have the 
consummation of God’s New Testament economy in the book of 
Revelation. In this consummation the seven Spirits, the sevenfold 
intensified Spirit of God, play a major role. Through, by, and with 
the intensified Spirit the church becomes a pure golden lampstand. 
This is a great matter. 
 
A symbol of the Triune God 
  The golden lampstand is a symbol of the Triune God. The gold of 
the lampstand signifies the divine nature, the nature of God the 
Father. The shape or form of the lampstand signifies the Son of 
God as the embodiment of the Father. The seven lamps of the 
lampstand signify the Spirit of God as the expression. Therefore, in 
the lampstand we see God the Father as the nature, God the Son 
as the form, and God the Spirit as the expression. 

 
Signifying the church 
  The lampstand not only symbolizes the Triune God, but also 
signifies the church. But how can a church full of saved sinners be 
a lampstand of pure gold? Yes, we all are saved, but we are still 
too natural, too much in the flesh, the self, and the old creation. 
How can people such as we become a golden lampstand? 
 
A word of encouragement 
  Some saints have told me that they are discouraged and even 
disappointed with the condition of the church. Some have said, 
“Years ago the situation was hopeful, but now the condition of the 
church is disappointing.” If you feel this way, it is an indication that 
you do not see the sevenfold intensified Spirit. The New Testament 
does not end in disappointment. On the contrary, the New 
Testament consummates with a full hope, with the seven Spirits 
transforming a seemingly hopeless church into a pure golden 
lampstand. 
 
  In 1961 I wrote a number of hymns on the church and the New 
Jerusalem. I was especially happy to sing the hymns on the 
overcoming church. One day a brother said to me, “Do you mean 
that we can have the New Jerusalem today?” I replied, “Brother, I 
do not say that we can have the New Jerusalem today. But 
according to the book of Revelation, the churches in this age 
should be a miniature of the New Jerusalem.” I went on to tell him 
that I definitely believe that the church can be a miniature of the 
New Jerusalem. I hope that you all will believe the same thing. The 
New Testament ends with a word of encouragement. Praise the 
Lord for the sevenfold intensified Spirit in the overcoming church, 
consummating in the golden lampstands! 
 
The intensification of the Triune God for the church life 
  In the first section of the New Testament, the four Gospels, we 
have the embodiment of the Triune God, and in the second section 
we have the consummation of the Triune God. What we have in the 
third section, in the book of Revelation, is the intensification of the 
Triune God. This means that the Spirit as the consummation of the 
Triune God is intensified to become the seven Spirits. 
 
  Do we not have the seven Spirits in the book of Revelation? Yes, 
Revelation emphasizes the seven Spirits. Do you prefer to stay with 
the Spirit in the book of Acts, or do you prefer the seven Spirits in 
the book of Revelation? Where are you today, in Acts or in 
Revelation? We all should be able to testify that we are in the book 
of Revelation. Since we are in the book of Revelation, all the 
churches should realize that now is not a time of discouragement or 
disappointment. Rather, today is a day of intensification, a day full 
of hope and encouragement. 
 
  In Revelation we have the sevenfold intensification of the Triune 
God for the church life. Nevertheless, if we set our eyes on the 
condition of the churches, we shall be disappointed. But if we turn 



our eyes to the sevenfold intensification of the Triune God, we shall 
be filled with praise to the Lord. 
 
The New Jerusalem 
 
A sign of the aggregate of God’s chosen people 
  The ultimate consummation of the intensification of the Triune 
God is the New Jerusalem. The New Jerusalem is a sign of the 
aggregate of God’s chosen people both in the Old Testament and 
in the New Testament. The New Jerusalem, therefore, is a 
composition of all the Old Testament saints, represented by the 
names of the twelve tribes of Israel (Rev. 21:12), and of all the New 
Testament saints, represented by the names of the twelve apostles 
(Rev. 21:14). Hence, the New Jerusalem is a living composition of 
God’s chosen, redeemed, saved, regenerated, and transformed 
people. God’s people will all be transformed into gold, pearl, and 
precious stones. These materials all point to the building up of 
God’s dwelling place. 
 
The intrinsic essence of the divine building 
  Although in the New Jerusalem revealed in the book of Revelation 
we see the precious materials of gold, pearl, and precious stones, 
with these materials we cannot see the intrinsic essence of the 
divine building specifically. The intrinsic essence of God’s building 
is actually the Triune God as life to us. 
 
The water of life and the tree of life 
  At the center of the New Jerusalem is the throne of God, and out 
from the throne flows the river of water of life (Rev. 22:1-2). The 
tree of life as a vine grows along the two sides of the river. As the 
book of Revelation indicates, the water of life in the river is for us to 
drink, and the tree of life growing along the river is for us to eat. To 
drink water is to take it into our being. Likewise, to eat something is 
to take that thing into us. By eating and drinking we are supplied 
with the essence of what we eat and drink. The river of life and the 
tree of life thus indicate the intrinsic essence of the nature of this 
city. This intrinsic essence is the Triune God Himself as our life and 
life supply. 
 
  In the flowing river with the tree of life we see the Triune God. This 
river flows out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. According to 
John 7:38 and 39, this flowing river is the Spirit. Hence, we have 
God, the Lamb, and the Spirit. This is the Triune God flowing to 
supply us with Himself as life. This flowing Triune God not only 
saturates us, but also supplies us with the divine essence. 
 
  In Revelation 22:1 and 2 we see that the tree of life comes with 
the water of life. God’s life is our drink to saturate us and also our 
food to satisfy us. 
 
The way of life and the light of life 
  In the New Jerusalem the river of life flows in the midst of the 
street. This indicates that in the New Jerusalem we shall walk along 
the way of life. In this city there will be only one street, the street on 
which flows the river of life. The river is the river of life, the tree is 
the tree of life, and the street is the way of life. This way will direct, 
guide, regulate, and preserve us. 
 
  In the New Jerusalem the Triune God will also be our light. 
Revelation 21:23 says, “And the city has no need of the sun nor of 
the moon that they should shine in it, for the glory of God illumined 

it, and its lamp is the Lamb.” In the New Jerusalem the Lamb will 
be the lamp in which will be God as our light. 
 
  In the New Jerusalem the Triune God will be our life to saturate 
us, satisfy us, and regulate, guide, and direct us. The Triune God 
will also be our light to enlighten us. Here we have the intrinsic 
essence of the New Jerusalem. 
 
The intrinsic essence in the church life 
  The intrinsic essence of the New Jerusalem should also be the 
intrinsic essence in the church life today. In the church life there 
should be the throne of God out from which flows the Triune God 
as our drink, with the tree of life as our food to afford us the way of 
life and the light of life. This is the intrinsic essence of the church 
life, the essence that transforms us into a pure golden lampstand 
today and that will transform us into precious stones for the building 
up of the New Jerusalem in the coming age. By this intrinsic 
essence we may live a life fully according to and for God’s New 
Testament economy.  
(Excerpts from Life- Studies of Mark Message 70) 
=========================================== 
Burdens for Church Prayer 

• 2026 Targets, # of baptized:22; # of prayer meeting 
attendance:35; average Lord’s Day and small group 
attendance:10% increase 

• Spread the kingdom of God by preaching the gospel on the 
WVC campus and by Bible distribution in the community. 

• Multiply the number of small groups for the increase and 
building up of the Body of Christ 

• Perfect young working saints with shepherding families as 
containers for the next generation.  

• Practice PSRP, BNPB, and vital small groups. 

• Blending in the Body, by participating in conferences and 
trainings 

• Establish and strengthen the church services, including 
children, YP, ushering, etc.  

• Establish a prayer life individually and corporately  

• Pursuing the truth and growth in life to live in the reality of the 
kingdom. 

 
Announcements 

• Life-study of Mark MSG 69,70 

• HWMR 2026 ICSC, Week 5 

• 9/15 (Tue) 7:45pm, Prayer meeting.  

• 10/10, 11/7 and 12/12 (Sat.)  10-12pm, South Bay Chinese 
Speaking saints corporate pursue - Pillars in God’s Building), 
$50/person (lunch included), Mountain View Meeting Hall (165 
E Dana Street, Mountain View, CA 94041); register online, 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXSCVkNlVlN0A_
5AVy5NRJz_Gtpu7rx2mI8l9a2Te8eoCohw/viewform 

• 2027 Gospel calendar online order: 
https://www.livingstream.com/gospel-calendars/zh/gospel-
calendars/99999558-2027-gospel-calendar.html 

• Financial Giving: 
PayPal/Zelle: churchincampbell@gmail.com 
Venmo @Churchin-Campbell 

• Church in Campbell bookroom account (PayPal/Zelle) 
churchincampbellbooks@gmail.com 
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