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The Need for Ezras — Those Skilled in the Word 

of God 

  The Bible is unique, and everything contained in it is significant. At 

the very beginning, the Bible tells us that God created Adam as a 

creature in His kind (Gen. 1:26). Adam was God’s kind only in 

likeness and appearance, not in life, nature, and constitution. God’s 

desire was that Adam would be His kind not only in likeness but 

also in life, nature, and constitution. 

God’s intention that Israel would be His testimony 

  In Genesis 3:15 God promised that He would come to be the seed 

of woman. Later, He prophesied further He would come to be a 

seed of Abraham, which would be the blessing to all the nations 

(22:18). Eventually, God Himself was incarnated to be a man. 

However, God first, through His continuous labor, took more than 

one thousand years to produce and form the nation of Israel as a 

great type. 

  God selected Abraham, whose descendants fell into Egypt. God 

sent Moses to them to deliver them out of Egypt as a great nation, 

numbering about two million, and brought them to Mount Sinai, 

where they stayed for nearly a year to be educated by God. God’s 

intention was to have Israel as His testimony, but according to their 

Egyptian culture they were a testimony of Egypt. For this reason 

God kept them at Mount Sinai to give them the Ten 

Commandments, all the statutes for the Ten Commandments, all 

the ordinances for the statutes, the tabernacle with all the furniture 

and all the offerings, the priesthood, and all the feasts, in order to 

build them up with a heavenly, divine constitution instead of an 

Egyptian constitution. 

The nation of Israel being God-men in typology but eventually 

becoming degraded 

  As a result of this time of education and training, the nation of 

Israel became an army not only formed and organized but also 

constituted to be God with man and man with God. Hence, in 

typology the Israelites were God-men. They were God-men, and 

everything related to them, even their environment with the pillar of 

cloud in the day and the pillar of fire at night, was God’s 

expression. Their going forth became God’s going forth (Psa. 68). 

   

 

 

After a short time, however, the children of Israel no longer 

expressed God, and He let them die in the wilderness. Then God 

raised up the second generation, and they crossed the river Jordan 

by a great miracle. As a heavenly constituted army they came to 

Jericho. When they shouted, the city of Jericho fell. This was God’s 

testimony. This was the move, the living, of God-men; it was God 

marching on. But when they came to the city of Ai, one among 

them caused them to fail. From that time onward, there was nothing 

among the Israelites but degradation. God sent the prophets to 

warn them and bring them back, but they refused to go along with 

God. Eventually, God brought in the Babylonians to possess the 

good land and carry the people of Israel away to Babylon to be 

disciplined and punished. 

The return of God’s people under Zerubbabel 

  God could not forget the good land, the promised land, the land of 

Immanuel (Isa. 8:8). The good land should be the land of God-men 

for the testimony of God. First, there was a return under the 

leadership of Zerubbabel, a descendant of the royal family. It was 

fitting for him to take the lead in the first return from captivity, 

because he had the capacity to administrate and to govern. He was 

a strong governor and he led the people in rebuilding the temple 

with the altar. 

The need for an Ezra 

  However, the people were still unruly, for they had become 

Babylonian in their constitution. Therefore, there was the need for 

an Ezra, a priest who served God, and also a scribe, a scholar, 

who was skilled in the Word of God, skilled in the law of Moses 

(Ezra 7:6, 11). He bore the totality of the heavenly and divine 

constitution and culture. Ezra called the people together and 

confessed not only his own sin but also the sin of Israel, to bring 

them back to the Word of God. 

The responsibility of the elders to teach the saints with the truths 

  In the church life today, the main responsibility of the elders is to 

teach the saints with the truths. The Bible says that one of the 

qualifications of an elder is being apt to teach (1 Tim. 3:2). Paul 

tells us that certain elders may not have a job but may “labor in 

word and teaching” and therefore should be supported by the 

church (5:17-18). However, I have observed that some elders are 

deficient in the knowledge of the truth and may not even be clear 

whether a particular matter is an item of the truth. 



  Let me check with you about calling on the name of the Lord. Is 

calling on the name of the Lord a truth? No, it is not a truth. Calling 

on the Lord is necessary, and we need to have such a practice in 

our daily life, but calling on the Lord’s name is not a truth. Likewise, 

baptism, presbytery, footwashing, and pray-reading are not truths. 

On the other hand, justification by faith is a truth. Regeneration, 

sanctification, renewing, transformation, conformation, 

transfiguration, being made God in life and in nature but not in the 

Godhead — all these are truths. 

  Some elders may speak about life-practices such as calling on the 

Lord, pray-reading, praying without ceasing, not quenching the 

Spirit, and not despising prophesying, but they do not know how to 

teach the truths to the saints. For example, if these ones are asked 

about sanctification, they may be able to say only that to be 

sanctified is to be separated unto God. If they are asked about the 

difference between sanctification and renewing, they may not be 

able to explain the difference. Therefore, I say once again that all 

the elders need to know the truths and be able to teach the truths 

to others. 

  All the elders need to spend much time to learn the truths. This is 

the duty, the responsibility, of an elder. Anyone who accepts an 

appointment to the eldership must fulfill this responsibility. Like 

Ezra, all the elders and co-workers must be skilled in the Word of 

God. 

A great famine throughout the earth 

  Throughout the whole earth there is a great famine of God’s 

Word. In Christianity today, both in Catholicism and in 

Protestantism, there is very little teaching of the truth. In many 

places, instead of the truth there are superstitions and pagan 

practices. For instance, in all of Latin America there is very little of 

the truth. I believe that this is the reason why our publications, 

which are full of the truth, are so well received there. In Latin 

America the people who love God also love our publications. These 

publications cover the entire Bible from the first page to the last. 

The need for Ezras to constitute the people with the heavenly truths 

  Both Brother Nee and I spent a great deal of time in learning to be 

skillful in the Word. Much of what we have learned has been put 

into print. We have almost completed the life-study of the 

Scriptures, and we have begun what we call the crystallization 

study. Today there is the need not just for Zerubbabels but for more 

Ezras. It would be unseemly for an elder to make decisions and 

expect the saints to follow them but not visit the saints with the 

truths. The real eldership is not to exercise authority. The real 

eldership is to visit the saints and to shepherd them, feed them, 

and take care of them by speaking to them concerning the truths. 

Today we need Ezras to teach the people, to educate them, and to 

constitute them with the heavenly truths. 

 (Excerpts from Life- Studies of Ezra Messages 5) 

=========================================== 
Burdens for Church Prayer 

 2026 Targets, # of baptized:22; # of prayer meeting 
attendance:35; average Lord’s Day and small group 
attendance:10% increase 

 Spread the kingdom of God by preaching the gospel on the 
WVC campus and by Bible distribution in the community. 

 Multiply the number of small groups for the increase and 
building up of the Body of Christ 

 Perfect young working saints with shepherding families as 
containers for the next generation.  

 Practice PSRP, BNPB, and vital small groups. 

 Blending in the Body, by participating in conferences and 
trainings 

 Establish and strengthen the church services, including 
children, YP, ushering, etc.  

 Establish a prayer life individually and corporately  

 Pursuing the truth and growth in life to live in the reality of the 
kingdom. 

 
Announcements 

 Life-study of Ezra MSG 5 

 HWMR The Great Need for A New Revival Week 3 

 10/6 (Tue) 7:45pm, Prayer meeting at home 

 10/10 10AM Small group lessons with Br Minoru. On Zoom.  

 10/10, 11/21 and 12/12 (Sat.)  10-12pm, South Bay Chinese 
Speaking saints corporate pursue - Pillars in God’s Building), 
$50/person (lunch included), Mountain View Meeting Hall (165 
E Dana Street, Mountain View, CA 94041); register online, 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXSCVkNlVlN0A_
5AVy5NRJz_Gtpu7rx2mI8l9a2Te8eoCohw/viewform 

 10/23-25 NorCal Young People's Fall 2026 Location: FSCC  
Registration Deadline: 10/11 

 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepQn7CmA_ib4A
1-
WR9EQdMNgvFO21vA_LC2b7xjTDQIeA1OQ/viewform?usp=
sharing&ouid=103467104648006232081 

 10/30-11/1 (Fri to LD) Fall NorCal College Conference at 
Mission Springs Camps and Conference Center (Scotts Valley, 
CA)  

 2027 Gospel calendar online order ($12 each by 10/31): 
https://www.livingstream.com/gospel-calendars/zh/gospel-
calendars/99999558-2027-gospel-calendar.html 

 11/26-29 International Thanksgiving Conference at Denver CO 

 12/21-26 December Semiannual Training, register by 11/1 

 Financial Giving: 
PayPal/Zelle: churchincampbell@gmail.com 
Venmo @Churchin-Campbell 

 Church in Campbell bookroom account (PayPal/Zelle) 
churchincampbellbooks@gmail.com 
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