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NEHEMIAH'S PARTICULAR CHARACTERISTICS

As one of the leaders of the returned captivity, Nehemiah had some
particular and special characteristics.

Being a Pleasant Person with a Proper Attitude and Behavior

As a cupbearer to the king, Nehemiah must have been a person
who was pleasant and sweet and who was always proper in his
attitude and behavior. He was never sad in the king’s presence (v.
1b). If Nehemiah had not been a pleasant person who fulfilled the
king’s requests, the king would not have allowed him to continue
serving as a cupbearer.

A Person Who Loved God and God’s Interest on Earth

Nehemiah loved God, and he loved God'’s interest on earth
concerning His economy. This interest included the good land, the
temple, and the city of Jerusalem, all of which Nehemiah loved.
Even though he was a common person without a rank such as that
of a king or of a captain in the army, he took care of God’s interest
on earth.

One Who Prayed to Contact God in Fellowship

Nehemiah was also one who always prayed to God to contact God
in fellowship. When he heard that the people in Jerusalem were
suffering and that the wall of Jerusalem had been broken down and
that its gates had been burned with fire, he wept, mourned, fasted,
and prayed (1:2-4). In verse 11 he prayed, saying, “| beseech You,
O Lord, let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and
to the prayer of Your servants, who take delight in fearing Your
name; and cause Your servant to prosper today, and grant him to
find compassion before this man.” Here Nehemiah was praying
that he would find favor with the king. When the king asked him
regarding his request, Nehemiah “prayed to the God of heaven”
(2:4).

A Person Who Trusted in God and Who Was One with God

Furthermore, Nehemiah was a person who trusted in God and who
was one with God. Burdens were placed upon his shoulder by God,
but in bearing these burdens he trusted in God. Nehemiah knew
that the good hand of God was upon him (vv. 8, 18), and he asked
God to remember him (5:19; 13:14, 31). This indicates that he
trusted in God and was one with God.

It was not easy for God to gain such a person as Nehemiah. In rank
and profession he was very low, but he loved God and God's
interest, he prayed for God’s interest, contacting Him in fellowship,
and he trusted in God and became one with Him. These are
Nehemiah'’s particular characteristics in his relationship with God.

Altogether Unselfish

In his relationship with the people, Nehemiah was alto- gether
unselfish. With him, there was no self-seeking. Even though he
gained a high position as the governor of Judah----he was actually
the acting king of Judah, representing the king of Persia----he never
sought anything for himself. With Nehemiah there was no self-
interest. He was always willing to sacrifice what he had for the
people and for the nation. He was the governor, but he did not take
any compensation for twelve years, because he realized that the
building of the wall was a heavy burden on the people (5:14-18).
He did not want to increase the burden on them. Instead of
receiving compensation, he provided for the daily necessities of
more than one hundred fifty men.

Nehemiah also was among those who were ready to fight against
the enemy and he took part in the night watch (4:17-23). He did not
leave these matters to others but par- ticipated in them himself.

Not Indulging in Lust

It is quite striking that there is no word concerning Nehemiah'’s
marriage. | believe that, in contrast to the judges and the kings,
Nehemiah had only one wife. He did not indulge in sexual lust.
David and Solomon were both indul- gent in this way. The
indulgence in sexual lust was the main factor of the rottenness of
David’s family and the main factor behind the loss of the kingdom
for David and his descendants. Nehemiah, however, was
altogether different.

| believe that in the whole six thousand years of human history,
there has never been such a one as Nehemiah. There were no
complaints about Nehemiah from the people. Every- one
appreciated him and was grateful for him. We may say that
Nehemiah was an outstanding elder, the best example of what an
elder should be. | hope that all the elders in the churches today will
be like Nehemiah.

NEHEMIAH GOING TO EZRA FOR HELP IN RECONSTITUTING
THE NATION OF GOD’S ELECT

Nehemiah was a head, a ruler, of a nation, but he was altogether
not ambitious. This is indicated by the fact that he recognized his
need of Ezra. In reconstituting the nation, Nehemiah realized that
he did not know God’s Word. But Ezra, who was famous for his
knowledge of the Word of God, was still alive, and Nehemiah was
willing to go to Ezra for help. Many of today’s leaders would not
seek help in such a way. Instead, being ambitious, they would hold
on to their position and not bring in an Ezra to help them. But
because Nehemiah was not ambitious, he brought in Ezra.
Nehemiah knew that without Ezra he could not reconstitute the
people of God.



RE-EDUCATION FOR RECONSTITUTION

In order to reconstitute the people of God, there is the need to
educate them with the word that comes out of the mouth of God,
which expresses God. This means that to reconstitute the people of
God is to educate them by putting them into the Word of God that
they may be saturated with the Word.

The Israelites had been in Egypt for at least four hundred years.
During those years they must have been constituted with Egyptian
learning. Then they were brought to Babylon for seventy years.
Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah were all born and raised among
the Babylonians. After the people of Israel returned from Babylon,
they mixed themselves with the Canaanites. Thus, the Israelites
were constituted with the Egyptian, Babylonian, and Canaanite
culture. Neverthe- less, they returned to be the testimony of God.
But how could a people with a constitution of Egyptian, Babylonian,
and Canaanite culture be God's testimony, the expression of the
God-man? Such a people were not the God-men. How could they
express God? In order to be the testimony of God, His expression,
they needed to be re-educated in the Word of God.

THE RETURNED ISRAELITES BECOMING GOD’S TESTIMONY

In addition to being re-educated, the people of Israel needed to be
raised up in much the same way as parents raise their children.
Parents not only educate their children but spontaneously and
unconsciously impart themselves, nearly their whole being, into
their children. Parents trans- fuse what they are and what they think
into their children. Eventually, this constitutes their children to be
the same as they are. This is what the children of Israel needed.

Before Nehemiah came back, the nation of Israel was a mess. The
duties of the priests were not certain, and no one was taking care
of the Levites and the serving ones. The singers were there, but no
one had opened the way for them to sing and to be formed into
companies. Nehemiah, with the help of Ezra, totally reconstituted
the nation. Then Israel became a particular nation, a nation
sanctified and separated unto God, expressing God. They were
transfused with the thought of God, with the considerations of God,
and with all that God is, making them God’s reproduction. Everyone
became God in life and in nature by this kind of divine constitution.
As a result, they became a divine nation on earth expressing the
divine character. They were reconsti- tuted personally and
corporately to be God's testimony. The returned captives became
God’s testimony through the recon- stitution which took place under
the leadership of Nehemiah.

The central and crucial point of the recovery books, which end with
Nehemiah, is the matter of proper, adequate leader- ship. Whereas
the record of the leadership in Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2
Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles is dark, the record in Ezra and
Nehemiah is bright. In Ezra and Nehemiah three leaders are
mentioned: Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehe- miah. They were all
excellent leaders, but the best and the highest was Nehemiah.
Nehemiah was the perfect leader, the best leader in human history.
Only under the leadership of such persons as Zerubbabel, Ezra,
and Nehemiah could Israel be reconstituted to be the testimony of
God, the expression of God on earth, a people absolutely different
from the Gentile nations. This is a type of what God wants the
church to be today.

(Excerpts from Life- Studies of Nehemiah Message 5)

Burdens for Church Prayer

o 2026 Targets, # of baptized:22; # of prayer meeting
attendance:35; average Lord’s Day and small group
attendance:10% increase

e Spread the kingdom of God by preaching the gospel on the
WVC campus and by Bible distribution in the community.

e Multiply the number of small groups for the increase and
building up of the Body of Christ

e Perfect young working saints with shepherding families as
containers for the next generation.

e Practice PSRP, BNPB, and vital small groups.

e Blending in the Body, by participating in conferences and
trainings

o Establish and strengthen the church services, including
children, YP, ushering, etc.

o Establish a prayer life individually and corporately

e Pursuing the truth and growth in life to live in the reality of the
kingdom.

Announcements
o Life-study, Nehemiah messages5, Haggai1
HWMR The Great Need for A New Revival Week 6
10/27 (Tue) 7:45pm, Prayer meeting In meeting hall.
10/23-25 NorCal Young People's Fall 2026 Location: FSCC
10/30-11/1 (Fri to LD) Fall NorCal College Conference at
Mission Springs Camps and Conference Center
e 11/7-8 Working saints conference with br James Lee at FSCC.
11/7 (Sat) 10am-noon Childcare registration is needed
(MSG 1), 7-9 pm (MSG2); 11/8 (Sun) 9:30 am to noon (MSG3,
one carload), 5-6:30 pm dinner fellowship with FTT trainees
(sign-up needed, $15/person by 11/2), 7-9 pm (MSG4).
o 11/14 and 12/19 (Sat) 10-12 pm NorCal Churches with br
Minoru on small groups
e 11/21 and 12/12 (Sat.) 10-12pm, South Bay Chinese
Speaking saints corporate pursue - Pillars in God’s Building),
$50/person (lunch included), Mountain View Meeting Hall
e 2/20/2027-2/21/2027 ICSC. Taipei.
Registration deadline 12/31/2026
Roundtrip air ticket ($500) registration deadline 10/27
e 2027 Gospel calendar online order ($12 each by 10/31):
https://www.livingstream.com/gospel-calendars/zh/gospel-
calendars/99999558-2027-gospel-calendar.html
o 11/26-29 International Thanksgiving Conference at Denver CO
o 12/21-26 December Semiannual Training, register by 11/1
e Financial Giving:
PayPal/Zelle: churchincampbell@gmail.com
Venmo @Churchin-Campbell
e Church in Campbell bookroom account (PayPal/Zelle)
churchincampbellbooks@gmail.com
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